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MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


My Friends: 


Decades ago, I coined----no pun intended!----that ‘coins do not collect people; people collect 
coins’. Lately, this unintended pun has expanded to mean that numismatics, as well as philately and other 
collecting hobbies, are ‘people hobbies ’. 


If | were to attempt to list the individuals that roster would not be complete and will fill pages. The 
vast majority, or event the best, of my closest acquaintances and friends have been generated by my diverse 
hobby involvements, with emphasis on the ‘world of money’, over these past five decades of my 
numismatic and other pursuits. 


Whether here in California around our great nation and into our northern neighbor, Canada, a roster 
of my fellow numismatic sojourners plus philatelic stalwarts have been my joy and fellowship for decades. 


Did these relationships earn me money or additional wealth or a ‘sound investment tip’ or a great 
find or purchase, most likely not; rather, these relationships----these fellowships and friendships----have 
enhanced and enlightened my numismatic, and other hobby pursuits, both in enjoyment and education. 
Equally, these have ignited further interests and collecting, too. 


Fellowship and friendship should not be measured in dollars and cents, regardless of the current 
damning inflation. No, it is in the warmth, respect, kindness, and sharing that payment or capital gain are 
earned, to use investment nomenclature. 


As I began, any naming of specific individuals would overlook others. Also, there are those who 
have passed-on ‘into the Great Coin Club in the Sky’. 


But, let me submit to NCNA HEADS AND TALES readers, these individuals. 


Alexander B. ‘Xan’ Chamberlain, of Palo Alto, California, for his generosity, support, and laughter, 
Scott D. English, of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania and the American Philatelic Society (APS) Executive 
Director and a great friend, our own American Numismatic Association (ANA) Executive Director, and 
great person to enjoy time with, Kimberly S. Kiick, my grand northern neighbor, Paul R. Johnson, of the 
Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RCNA), who telephones regularly and ‘just wants to know who 
things are’, and Fred G. van den Haak, of Belmont, California, who is loyal as the day and night are long. 


There is a legion of others, including those who just tolerate my person and presence! 

Closing this rambling Mintmaster Quill, as begun, ‘coins’ and ‘stamps’ plus other grand collecting 
hobbies are ‘people hobbies’. I named just four individuals, just you might say enough ‘to make the point’. 
Yet, did I name one of my great numismatic treasures or unique item? No. 


Remember, ‘coins do not collect people; people collect coins’. 


‘Work Hard. Play Fair. Give Back!’ 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


2022 Dues 


Our President ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan has directed that 2022 be a ‘Dues Free 
Year’. Again, this is a consequence of the Pandemic, making any activities and 
events not possible. Any Individual Member or Club Member that had dues through 
2020 (2021 also being credited) shall enjoy a ‘Dues Free Year’ for 2022. 


2022 Joint Forum 


California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) and 
Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA) 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
NUMISMATIC EDUCATIONAL 
JOINT FORUM 


Saturday, November 5, 2022 


Theme: ‘Visiting History Via Coins’ 
David F. Davis, Jr., Concord, California 


‘Coin Photography’ 


‘Glen’ Lindwall, Berkeley, California 
‘What Can Coins Tell Us About History’ 


‘Steve’ Feltner, Los Angeles, Calitornia 


Insights Into The PCGS Story’ 


Robert E. Luna, Benicia, California 
‘The Unknown Official United States Branch Mint’ 


As may be read, collectively the presenters are covering four diverse and interesting topics, enhancing any 
coin hobbyist’s numismatic enjoyment and education. All are qualified and knowledgeable. ‘Dave’ Davis 
plans to include actual demonstrations in a tutorial approach. ‘Glen’ Lindwall, calling upon his Ancient 
Coin expertise, would emphasize what coins might teach. ‘Steve’ Feltner will share his experiences with 
PCGS and stories about actual graded coins. Robert E. Luna, himself a devoted coin celebrant, would 
explore and inform about ‘other United States Branch Mint’. 


The program order is as listed with the first two in the morning hours and the latter two in the afternoon. 
Registration begins at 8:30 AM, with the Forum commencing at 9:30 AM. 


The venue again returns to the Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum in downtown Vallejo, California. 
Also, this continues as a ‘Joint Forum’ with our Association and the statewide California State Numismatic 


Association (CSNA). 


There would be Door Prizes, Goodie Bags, a possible Museum fund-raising drawing, on site simple lunch 
service, plus an enticement for local coin club members to attend and to stay the full event. This is a FREE 
event, and the attendees are welcomed to tour the Museum. 


If Continued PANDEMIC or EPDEMIC: Be Aware. Having proof of 
vaccination and wearing a mask most likely would be mandated. Social 
distancing in seating would be asked, too. Extra masks and hand 
sanitizer would be available. 


Coin Club Enticement 


Each attendee who registers and remains until the closure may ‘drop into a special drawing’ names for two 
(2) northern California local coin clubs for a chance to win Silver Eagles. This is a FREE drawing, and it 
is encouraging attendance by local coin club members. 


An attendee can designate two (2) local coin clubs that are NCNA Coin Club Members, however. 


Again, this special drawing shall be at the end, and one must remain to the closure, leaving early would 
eliminate any chance. 


Joint Forum Contributors 


This year’s Joint Forum has been blessed with active, and avid, participation by a few dedicated northern 
California coin hobby stalwarts: ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan, our Association’s President and California State 
Numismatic Association (CSNA) Treasurer, Donald L. Hill, our Association’s and Vallejo Numismatic 
Society’s Secretary, Robert E. Luna, Past President of the Diablo (Concord/Walnut Creek, California) 
Numismatic Society, Maria E. Stillwagon, Treasurer of the aforementioned Diablo Numismatic Society, 
and Fred G. van den Haak, our Association’s Second Vice-President. Each is working, as a team, toward 
a successful Joint Forum. 


Joint Event 


As has been announced, this Forum is planned as a partnership with the California State Numismatic 
Association (CSNA), while the primary financial support was from the Northern California Numismatic 


Association (NCNA). The CSNA Board of Directors voted and endorsed supporting this ‘Joint Event’. 
CSNA, also, funded and directed its ‘southern symposium’, intended for tentatively July 2022. 


2022 Patrons. 
Patrons are welcomed, as follows: 


GOLD MINER $100.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgment 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 
Engraved ‘Token of Esteem’ 


PROSPECTOR $50.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgement 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 


Remittance mailed to: ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. Make remittance payable to the 
‘Northern California Numismatic Association’ or ‘NCNA’. Include your name and responding contact. 


2022 Miller Medal 


Written nominations for this year’s coveted ‘Miller Medal’ must be submitted and received, plus 
postmarked, no later that June 30, 2022. No Exceptions. 


The ‘Miller Medal’ has evolved into the most prestigious and honored numismatic award in Northern 
California and even around the entire Golden State. Since its inception, several noted California based 
numismatic advocates and stalwarts have been bestowed. 


Nominators seeking the requirements and criteria may contact Your Editor at ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-4010’ or at EMPERORI@juno.com or dihcoins@gmail.com. 


Donnell Award 


This Award, specific to local Club Members (a coin club must be a Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) member) is available. Requests, in writing, are directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410, Attention ‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chan’ or \chanfizx@aol.com. 


Only written requests, with specifics, are honored. The request must include the full proper name of the 
individual and the date to be bestowed. Retroactive awards are not allowed. 


While presently there is no charge for ‘Donnell Awards’, these are limited to a two (2) maximum per 
calendar year per requesting Club Member, with a nominal donation of $15.00 per award would be 
appreciated, covering the engraving and preparation as well as any mailing and handling. 


Related to the esteemed ‘Donnell Award’ are ‘Tokens of Esteem’, which is an appreciation honor given to 
those who really devote him or her selves to local organized numismatics. ‘Tokens’ are a prerogative of the 
NCNA’s President, who would welcome recommendations. These are complimentary. 
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Coin Show Schedule 


No Coin Show Schedule has been published, for the obvious reason. Timely submission is imperative. Also, 
submissions must be direct to Fred G. van den Haak, Coin Show Schedule Coordinator, not Your Editor. 
He can be emailed at fredydh@gmail.com. Depending on date request was received, at least fifty (50) 
copies would be provided, in gratis. 


‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s 


Our Association, with the Fairfield Coin Club and Vallejo Numismatic Society, has developed and seeks 
to regularly implement this ‘youth numismatic encouragement’. The success depends on NCNA Club 
Members promoting this to their respective youth members. 


The ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ has two intentions: one, to reward academic excellence, and two, 
entice youth into our ‘world of money’ with the simple premise: ‘how many youngsters, or even adults, 
have seen and held an ‘Ike Dollar’ or Kennedy Half Dollar’. 


Local northern California coin clubs, who are NCNA Club Members, are invited to contact our Association 
and plan to have this ‘IKE’s For A’s/JFK’s For B’s’ at their respected coin show or at a meeting. 
Promotion is the responsibility of the local coin club. 


“Youth Numismatic Support’ 


The Fairfield Coin Club, our Northern California Numismatic Association, and the Vallejo Numismatic 
Society, has joined and coordinate an endeavor to encourage and to entice ‘youth numismatics’. This 
endeavor is in the same mode and vane as the aforementioned ‘IKE’s For A’s and JFK’s For B’s’. 


This parcel would include a generous supply of minor foreign coins, used foreign and United States stamps, 
cheap magnifiers, information from the United States Mint, ‘cent blanks’, and whatever else. All intended 
for dissemination among youth. This could be done at a local coin club meeting or at a sponsored local coin 
club show. 


Presently, this offer is limited to the Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA) Club 
Members. With the hoped returned of local coin club shows, Your Editor might resume staffing his famous 
‘combination table’, promoting both youth and the hobby. Contact and inquiries via 
EMPERORI@juno.com or write to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California’. 


These are the current NCNA Club Members: 
CUPERTINO COIN CLUB 
DELTA COIN CLUB 
DIABLO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
FAIRFIELD COIN CLUB 
FREMONT COIN CLUB 
LIBERTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
LIVERMORE VALLEY COIN CLUB 
PENINSULA COIN CLUB 
REDWOOD EMPIRE COIN CLUB 
SAN JOSE COIN CLUB 
SOLANO SILVER ROUND CLUB 
VALLEJO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
WESTERN WOODEN MONEY COLLECTORS 


Guest Commentary by Kyle W. Lubke 
May 2022 NCNA HEADS AND TALES 


Back in 2014 after meeting Michael S. Turrini, I wrote a 
column for the CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIST, detailing my 
move from Montana to the Bay Area where I was introduced to 
the coin community through monthly shows. In this same time 
period, I increased the seriousness of my collecting and began to 
branch out into collecting key dates and completing sets. 


Fast forward eight years, my passion for the hobby is as 
strong as ever. In recent years, I have begun setting up at shows 
as a dealer as a way to trim up my collection and upgrade. Over 
this time I have learned so many valuable lessons from the 
community and mentors along the way. A couple of the most 
valuable lessons I have learned, and are especially important for 
attracting youth into the Hobby, are as follows: 


One: The Hobby must remain fun for all. It is unfortunately 
too easy to into a coin show and find dealers/collectors that don’t 
want to talk to anyone under the age of 50. How I have learned to 
navigate this generational gap is to focus on the history. I have 
always had an interest in the historical aspect of the Hobby. 
Talking with the old timers about events and collecting in the 
50s/60s/70s/80s has been a great way to show interest and build 
camaraderie even though I probably won’t be making any 
purchases from their high grade fancy cases. 


Two: The importance of “POP” in a collection. To add to the 
point above, so many people always ask “What is your most 


prized coin?”. I have learned that this isn’t only something that 
attracts others to the Hobby, but also keeps me involved and 
wanting to continue the quest. A few ways I have stepped out of 
my usual ways to gain that wow factor is by constantly learning 
new areas of numismatics. I recently attended my first stamp 
show, WESTPEX, even though I have limited interest in stamps. 
I “branched” out and purchased a couple Dahlonega gold pieces. 
I nearly completed a set of Morgan Dollars (the 1893-S will have 
to wait for my next paycheck...). I have started a full US type set. 
These have all been new ways to keep the interest alive in what 
can become a grind to fill that next hole. 


Overall, even though we missed the last couple years in 
person, the Hobby is alive and well with new collectors entering 
the Bourse every year. With the continued integration of 
technology (my Pandemic project was to build a website to 
display/track my collection), there is always a new twist to keep 
you involved and transforming your collection for the better! Just 
always remember, keep it fun and pay it forward! Happy 
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Collecting! @ 


What is a GSA Morgan? By currencyandcoin.com 


To begin, GSA stands for Government Services Administration. It is the part of government that was 
tasked to make these coins available to the public. The GSA Hoard of Morgans was almost 3 million 
coins, with over 95% coming from the Carson City Mint! In short, the hoard literally changed Morgan 
silver dollar collections forever. Several of the Carson City dates that were once considered extremely 
rare were suddenly there for the taking. Through a series of Government auctions in the 1970's and 
early 80's, the coins were made available to the public. They were encapsulated in easy to recognize 
holders (like the one shown) but some collectors considered them to be too clunky. 


Here is a list of the Carson City Morgans from the GSA Hoard: 


DATE NUMBER in HOARD 
1878-CC 61,000 
1879-CC 4,100 
1880-CC 131,500 
1881-CC 147,500 
1882-CC 605,000 
1883-CC 755,000 
1884-CC 962,000 
1885-CC 148,300 
1890-CC 3,950 
1891-CC 5,700 


GSA Holders Matter 


As the coins came out, the GSA Morgans would soon hit the shelves of coin dealers and collectors 
were happy to buy! At first, the holders themselves were not a big hit. They took up a lot of room and 
were heavy. Collectors and dealers figured the holders didn't matter, you're buying the coin not the 
holder, right? When Professional Coin Grading Service and Numismatic Guaranty Corporation came 
along, even more coins were broken from their holders to be certified. The certified coins plainly 
notate the Morgans were from the GSA Hoard but soon the original GSA holders would be a part of 


the story. 
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Coin collectors are like all collectors, we i 1885-CC nEe 
like the fine details that separate our 14 PCGS MS64 
coins from others. Soon, with the "mass =), oan 
destruction" of the original GSA holders, | 7160,64/ 12556913. 


collectors started seeking the original eee 
packaging. It was a big enough search Poe ae 
that PCGS and NGC even responded in 
how they certified the GSA Morgan 
dollars. They no longer removed them 
from the original holders and instead 
would band the holder with the grade ; “% Kea 
and certification. So far, this seems to A et og Saaeee 
be the perfect balance most collectors (Bi \s sap Jaman ne ren 
were looking for. Regardless of how ees , Brg 
they are packaged, GSA Morgan silver  ]issiiNiiiienstsssnn 

dollars are widely loved by collectors 

and offered a whole generation a way to have coins most people thought they would never own! 
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